PROFILE

Get to know the Paraná Design Center

Third sector organization works for the dissemination of a design culture among Brazilian entrepreneurs

To disseminate design as a tool for innovation capable of adding value to the products of national companies. In 1999, the Paraná Design Center, a third sector organization headquartered in Curitiba, capital of the state of Paraná, was born with this goal, until then unheard of in Brazil. The entity had a great challenge ahead on its path.

Until recently, Brazil was immersed in the commodity-type production mentality of undifferentiated products, whose prices are determined by the market and subject to variables alien to the producing companies. Nowadays, almost all that is produced has quality and cost on a par. With this, profit margins have shrunken. In this context, design arises as an alternative for creating a competitive edge.

The theory in practice

In this context, the entity's work is guided by three types of service: 

Design Intelligence: comprises consulting for entrepreneurs desiring to launch well-designed, innovative and competitive products. It is important to stress that the Paraná Design Center will not carry out projects internally. Its work is focused on the management: the entity guides the development planning for new products, assists in hiring design professionals qualified for executing the proposal and follows up all execution steps.

Design Actions:   includes special project development in design, elaborated according to the clients' demands - a private or public institution. Among those initiatives are the creation of design dissemination programs in companies; elaboration of integration programs between companies and teaching institutions; organization of national and international contests; information management via web portals and consulting for other design units.

Education and Qualification:  includes the organization of design qualification and improvement activities, such as lectures, workshops, exhibits, debates, courses, seminars and study missions, both domestic and abroad. Public of these events are entrepreneurs, students, design professionals and researchers.

The Paraná Design Center was a pioneer in guiding its activities by the needs of the entrepreneurial community. Due to the originality and quality of its work, it is acknowledged by the Science and Technology Ministry's Studies and Projects Financing Agency (Finep) as a national standard in design management.
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